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Language Skills
Six-Week Program Overview
Social Skills Program  •  Language Skills Unit  •  Ages 12–16

This unit covers the language a student needs to be understood and to understand others — asking, answering, staying on subject, tone, following directions, and telling what happened. Each week takes one skill and gives it a fixed set of words the student can reuse anywhere.
The Six Weeks
	Week 1
	Asking a Question the Right Way — the six question words

	Week 2
	Answering in a Full Sentence — answers that stand on their own

	Week 3
	Staying on Topic — keeping the chain connected

	Week 4
	Tone of Voice — five voice levels and how you sound

	Week 5
	Following Directions — listen, repeat, do, check

	Week 6
	Telling What Happened — first, then, next, last


Weekly Structure
	Day 1
	Mini-lesson (30–40 min)

	Day 2
	Group competition tied to the week’s skill

	Day 3
	Mini-lesson — second pass on the same skill

	Day 4
	Group competition — teams compete for points


Every Lesson Follows the Same Shape
1. Introduction — 5 minutes
1. Direct teaching — 10 minutes
1. Guided practice — 10 minutes
1. Group competition
1. Independent practice — 5 minutes
1. Closing and review — 5 minutes
Printable Materials in This Pack
1. Question words poster and 12 question starter cards
1. Sentence frame poster for full answers
1. On-topic / off-topic sorting cards — 12 cards
1. Voice level poster — 0 to 4, for the wall
1. Tone match cards — 10 cards
1. Four steps chart and 12 multi-step direction cards
1. Story order chart and a story planning sheet per student
1. Language unit team scoreboard
Notes for Staff
1. Use the same words every session. “Say the whole thing” should sound identical in week 2 and week 6.
1. Correct by pointing at the poster rather than naming the student out loud.
1. A one-word answer is not a failure — it is the starting point for the follow-up question.
1. Off-topic comments usually mean the student wants to talk about something he loves. Offer a later turn rather than shutting it down.
1. Give directions the same way every time — same order, same pace. The delivery is the staff’s half of the skill.
1. In competitions, only add points — never subtract.
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